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Fishing Tackle and Loons

For anyone who spends time
on Maine Lakes loons are part of
the magical experience. Their
haunting calls in the evening are
beautiful and unforgettable.
Loons have made a resurgence
especially here on Mousam Lake
in recent years. While there
were loons on the lake up to the
50’s they disappeared for a num-
ber of decade reappearing in the
last decade. Presently there are
between 6-8 loons on the lake.
Tragically 2 of these loons died
this summer

Longtime lake resident Karen
Mitchell Pierce reports that her
son Adam was kayaking with his
family on the north end of the
main part of Mousam near Pearl
Island rocks the evening of July
4" . Adam and family were
watching 2 loons intermittently
dive for fish when one of the
loons surfaced in obvious dis-
tress, struggling and flailing in the
water. Adam raced towards the
loon to see if he could somehow
assist. In the short time it took
Adam to paddle over, the loon
had died. The loon’s beak, head
and neck were tightly wrapped in
monofilament fishing line stran-
gling the bird.

Pat Balwin, Mousam Lake resi-
dent and wildlife advocate, re-
ports a similar episode a number
of years ago. Pat was called by a

resident on Square Pond for
advice on how to handle a
loon found there. The loon
~ was wrapped in fishing line
with the hook from a lure
embedded just above the

~ loon’s eye. Pat took the loon
s to a wildlife vet who used an-
esthesia to quite the loon and
remove the line and hook.
The loon was successfully returned
to Square Pond.

In addition to the loon death due
to fishing line, Karen Pierce reports
another adult loon was found dead
along the Shapleigh shoreline on
June 7*. The bird appeared to be
an adult and the cause of death was
uncertain.

A call to Doug Hitchcox of the
Maine Audubon Society in Fal-
mouth provided some important
information on how we can pro-
tect the loons here on Mousam
Lake. Entrapment in fishing line
and gear is a common problem in
these fishing birds and can result in
their death as Adam Pierce ob-
served. Loons will also actively
strike fishing lures which can result
in serious injury or death to the
bird. As far as to why the second
loon might have died, Doug sur-
mised that it
might have been
a case of lead
poisoning which
is a common
cause of death in
loons. Lead fish-
ing tackle,
weights and jig
heads, are deadly
to loons. The
loons eat fish with a lead weight in
it or scoop a lead jig head off the
bottom and ingest it. A single
small lead weight is enough to kill

an adult loon. As of October of
2016 lead weights, jigs, and oth-
er fishing gear were outlawed in
Maine waters in an effort to
reduce the incidence of lead
poisoning in water fowl. Un-
fortunately, many of us still
have poisonous lead weights in
our tackle boxes. Doug also
reports loons face threats from
other fronts. Bald eagles fre-
quently prey upon loon chicks.
While loons have made a re-
appearance on Mousam Lake
their long term survival is by no
means assured. Vigilance on the
part of lake users is needed to
prevent the senseless and pre-
ventable death of our loons.
You can help by:
-picking up discarded fishing line
and avoid leaving line in the
lake.
- go through your tackle box
and discard all old lead contain-
ing tackle. Then, make a visit to
a nearby tackle shop and buy
modern nonleaded containing
weights and jig heads.
-If you are fishing and a loon is
nearby pull in your fishing gear
to avoid an accidental loon

strike.

By doing our part we
can help insure a healthy loon
population on Mousam Lake for

years to come.
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ASYCC Update

The Erosion Control Crew fin-
ished the season with a total of
20 completed projects. This sea-
son 6 projects occurred on
Mousam Lake, 12 on Square
Pond and 2 on Loon Pond.
Technical Assistance visits contin-
ue in preparation for the 2018
season. If you are having erosion
problems contact the Program

Director at programdirec-
tor@asycc.com. The Courtesy

Boat Inspection program contin-

ues and we will man the launch
until Columbus Day, October 10,
2017. As in the past, launch cov-
erage will consist of Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday beginning Septem-
ber 4, 2017. To date, 4740 boat
inspections have been completed;
1013 plant fragments found, 20
plant specimens bagged for identi-
fication, 0 invasive. 1,04I inspec-
tor hours have been spent at the

Mousam Lake launch.
Our 2017 golf tournament was

held at the Province Lake Golf
Course, in Parsonsfield, ME, under
warm summer skies and clouds
that did not burst. The |3th Annu-
al Event was a great success. 108
golfers and 12 volunteers gathered
to help raise over $25,000 in net
proceeds! We truly appreciate
our Sponsors, Donors, Golfers
and Volunteers involved to help
keep our important mission fund-

ed and running smoothly.

In late March, a postcard notifica-
tion was mailed to all Mousam
Lake watershed landowners let-
ting you know that the Mousam
Lake Region Association in collab-
oration with the Acton Shapleigh
Youth Conservation Corps and
Maine Department of Environ-
mental Protection would be con-
ducting a survey to identify any
erosion and polluted runoff prob-
lems. This is being done to help
better focus the protection efforts
in the watershed and will allow
prioritization of the issues. Infor-
mation collected in this survey will
not be used for regulatory or en-
forcement purposes. Rather, it is
the first step in a long term pro-
gram to work the community to

Mousam Lake Watershed Survey Update

correct pollution problems.
With the help of many volunteers,

the field portion of the watershed
survey has just been completed.
Thank you to everyone who partic-
ipated in this important first step.
The intent is to apply for grant
funding in the future to remediate
the most egregious sites. In total,
186 sites were identified and in-
clude State, Town and Private
Roads, Right of Way’s, trails, drive-
ways, residential properties and
beach and boat access. Compiling
all of this data into a report format
and submitting to Maine Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
is the next step. Stay tuned as the
process continues and the more
support you provide only helps the

long term health of Mousam Lake

for future generations. For more
information contact Betty Smith at
Drogramdirector@asycc.com .

MOUSAM LAKE WATERSHED
Acton and Sh

Lakes and Ponds
Rivers and Streams
Town Boundaries
Roads
— Town Road
State-aided Highway
— State Highway
—— Private Road

We are looking for volunteers
to help the MLRA! Existing

openings are as follows:
e MLRA Board Members. We

currently have two vacan-

cies.
e MLRA Newsletter Editor.

Responsible for assembling,

Volunteers Needed for the MLRA!

publishing and mailing newslet-
ter.

e Contributors for the Newslet-
ter, Facebook page and Web-
site (as often as one would like
to write and submit articles/

blurbs)
e Plant Patrollers and coordina-

tors (Summer positions, a
few hours every other

week or so)

If you would like more infor-
mation on any of these posi-
tions, please email us at:
info@mousamlake.org
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Summer 2017!

Boat Parade Winners: Kids Fishing Derby Winners:
Small Boat Ist Place: Ist Place:

The Genereux Family—Scrub-A-Dub Lucas

Small Boat 2nd Place: 2nd Place:

The Haily Family—Lady Liberty Madeline

Small Boat 3rd Place: 3rd Place/ Youngest to Catch Fish:

Mary Jo Richardson—Let Freedom Ring Pierce

Large Boat Ist Place:
The Conlon Family—Mousamopoly

Large Boat 2nd Place:
The Glidden Family—American Pride

Large Boat 3rd Place:
The White Family—Stars & Stripes

If you are interested in sub-
mitting a historical article,
story, or anything of interest
for future newsletters, email:
gthib@roadrunner.com

Thank you to everyone
Look for the Winter | WHO participated in this Summer’s events! See
Newsletter in December! you on the lake in the S'pri;ngl
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